
     PRAYING FOR THOSE IN AUTHORITY 
 

PRINCIPLE #1   Our authorities make decisions every day that affect us directly or indirectly.  

We don’t know what results will come because of our prayers, but we can be assured of this; 

they will be better than if we had not prayed. 
 

II Chronicles 7:11-16 NASB 
 

     Under Solomon, the Lord’s temple and the king’s palace were both completed. 
 

     The temple was built precisely according to the plans that David had given Solomon. 
 

     God chose this temple for Himself as a house of sacrifice. 
 

     God uses drought, famine, and pestilence as possible judgments against sin, just as 

Solomon had in his prayer. 
 

     God outlines steps of repentance 
 

 Humble themselves 
 

 Pray 
 

 Seek His face 
 

 Turn from their wicked ways 
 

     Two spoken benefits of prayer and one unspoken 
 

 He will forgive their sin 
 

 He will heal their land 
 

 They will be in His presence 
 

     The temple is a special place; God will see and hear prayers offered in this place.  His 

name, eyes, and heart will be there perpetually. 
 

PRINCIPLE #2   God told Solomon that this was conditional, Israel sinned greatly, and the 

temple was destroyed.  A new temple was built later and Jesus called it a house of prayer. 
 

I Peter 2:4-5 NIV 
 

     As we come to Jesus we are being formed together with Jesus into a spiritual temple 

where God dwells and sees and hears. 
 

Romans 13:1-7 NIV 
 

     Paul writes three times in the first two verses that God establishes governing authorities. 
 

     Rebelling against God’s established authorities is rebelling against what God instituted. 
 

     Rebelling against governing authorities will bring judgment upon the rebels. 

 



     There is no fear for those who obey the laws of the land, but judgment for those who 

disobey the laws of the land. 
 

     Submit to the authorities to avoid punishment and to have peace in your heart. 
 

     Pay your taxes and respect and honor those in authority. 

 

PRINCIPLE #3   It is always easier to submit to authorities that you respect and admire, that 

you agree with politically.  We need to be reminded of God’s desire for our behavior when 

we don’t respect or admire our authorities. 
 

Video of House of Representatives chaplain’s prayer (Rev. Patrick Conroy) 
 

Proverbs 21:1 NIV 
 

I Timothy 2:1-8 NIV 
 

     Praying for others, especially for those in authority, was the first on Paul’s list for 

Timothy to follow and comprises the first seven verses. 
 

     A result should be a quiet and peaceful life. 
 

     Another result will be that it pleases God our Savior. 
 

     God wants all men to be saved through Christ Jesus who gave Himself as a ransom for all 

men. 
 

     Paul’s desire is that men everywhere would lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or 

disputing.      
 

Things to pray for 
 

     1. Pray for their salvation 
 

     2. Pray for their protection 
 

     3. Pray for civility 
 

     4. Pray for wisdom in making the many decisions that are before them 
 

Governmental decisions that do affect our livelihood 
 

     1. The protection of our country; do we go to war? 
 

     2. Taxation and spending 
 

     3. Civil laws that promote morality or allow it to disintegrate 
 

     4. Protection of our rights to free speech, freedom of religion, and right to bear arms 
 

     5. Honor Almighty God 


